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RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION UNDER 37 C.F.R. § L1I6 



Sir: 




In response to the Final Office Action mailed December 18, 2001, Applicant respectfully 
requests entrance of the following Amendment into the case, and consideration of the following 
Remarks. 



Amendment 



In the claims: 




Please amend claims 37-42, 46, 47, 51, and 53 to read as follows: 



37. A modified protein allergen whose amino acid sequence is substantially identical to that 
of an unmodified protein allergen except that at least one amino acid has been modified 
in at least one IgE epitope so that IgE binding to the modified protein allergen is reduced 
as compared with IgE binding to the unmodified protein allergen, the at least one IgE 
epitope being one that is recognized when the unmodified protein allergen is contacted 
with serum IgE from an individual that is allergic to the unmodified protein allergen. 



38. The modified protein allergen of claim 37 wherein at least one amino acid has been 
modified in all the IgE epitopes of the unmodified protein allergen. 
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